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July 25: In Madrid, Ibero-American summit participants issued a joint statement calling for
evaluation of the US Supreme Court decision by the World Court (i.e., the UN's International
Court of Justice). (See SourceMex 07/22/92 for most recent coverage of Court decision and
Mexican response.) According to Sen. Jose Antonio Gonzalez, member of the ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI), the Supreme Court decision represents a "very strong diplomatic
pressure by the US, and suggests future intentions to repeat kidnappings of foreign nationals
abroad." Gonzalo Altamirano, member of the National Action Party (PAN), said the IberoAmerican summit resolution "opens political space permitting Latin American countries to identify
mechanisms for a joint defense of sovereignty." July 30: In Los Angeles, Humberto Alvarez Machain
and Ruben Zuno Arce entered a plea of innocence before US District Court Judge Edward Rafeedie.
The judge agreed to postpone the trial date from Aug. 25 to Oct. 20 for both defendants at the
request of their attorneys. Alvarez Machain faces five counts related to the April 1985 murder of
DEA agent Enrique Camarena. Judge Rafeedie said no additional postponements for the trial of
Zuno Arce will be considered. Further delays in Zuno Arce's case, according to the judge, would
be "unjust" since the defendant has already spent three years in prison. A court decision against
Zuno Arce was overturned by Rafeedie two years ago on grounds that the process was "unjust
and partial." Zuno Arce faces three counts linked to the Camarena murder. July 31: US Sen. Daniel
Moynihan (D-NY) told reporters that the "manifestly erroneous" Supreme Court ruling will likely
trigger "disagreeable consequences." The senator pointed out that the US could receive similar
abusive treatment in negotiating treaties with other countries. The Bush administration is hoping
to begin the Senate ratification process for the strategic arms reduction treaty (START) with the
former Soviet Union. In an article appearing in the congressional publication Roll Call, Moynihan
wrote that when administration attorneys tell the Senate that treaty partners "are conducting
themselves under international law, they mean to say under the same form and degree that we do so
with regard to Mexico." The senator then suggested that worrying about "bombs in our backyard"
might be a "good idea." According to Moynihan, no government, and certainly not the Mexican
government, would have agreed to an extradition treaty with the understanding that kidnapping
is considered by the US as a rightful mechanism of transporting suspects. He added that any US
president who accepted such "right" by a foreign government to kidnap US citizens would be
subject to impeachment proceedings. On June 24, Moynihan submitted a resolution to the Senate
which seeks to obstruct kidnappings abroad by US authorities. The resolution was co-sponsored
by foreign relations committee chair Claiborne Pell. Several members of the US Congress have
expressed concern about the potential impact of the Court ruling on cooperative efforts with foreign
governments, particularly in the area of anti-drug programs. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE,
07/25/92; Notimex, 07/30/92, 07/31/92)

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 060177
ISSN: 1054-8890

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

